	
[image: image1.png]



	Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry Brno
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Course of the doctoral study
(in accordance with the Study and Examination Order of the Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry Brno, No. 19 045/2004-30 and No. 29 852/2005-30)

Registration for the study
The candidate accepted for the study in the doctoral study programme gains the right for registration to the study in accordance with § 51 of the Act. The registration is taking place in the term that is determined by the Dean (usually September 1). The conditions of the registration are stipulated in Art. 5 of the Study and Examination order of the University.

Organisation of the study
1. The study in the doctoral study programme is organised by the individual plan of study.

2. The basic time unit for the creation of an individual plan of study, checking of the fulfilment of study aims, evaluation of the results and conditions for the registration in the next year of the study, is, in accordance with Aft. 25 of the Study and Examination Order, the academic year. The time division of the academic year is determined by the university time schedule.

3. The basic unit of the study is a subject. The student of the doctoral study programme shall, in accordance with Art. 29 of the Study and Examination Order, pass exams from one obligatory and three obligatorily optional subjects. One of the obligatorily optional subjects is a foreign language. The selection of the subjects is approved by the Board of Disciplines.

4. The student places the application for the registration of the respective subject through the University Information System (further referred to as UIS).

Exams in the subjects of the individual plan of study and advancement to a higher grade
1. The Head of Department is responsible for the staff, checking, and evaluation of the teaching of subjects. The Head of Department appoints an expert guarantor for each of the subjects. The subject guarantor is responsible for the development of the contents and expert quality of the subject, for the forms and methods of teaching, as well as for the co-ordination of the staff and activities related to the teaching of the particular subject. Further duties of the guarantor are stipulated in Art. 31 of the Study and Examination Order of the university.
2. A subject listed in the individual plan of study ends with an exam. The exam is commissional. The examination commission includes the examiner and the student’s supervisor as an unbiased observer. The exam may be repeated once. Upon the student’s request, the Dean may grant the permission of passing the specialised exam at another university.

3. The result of the exam is classified in accordance with Art. 14 of the Study and Examination Order – excellent (A), very good plus (B), very good (C), good plus (D), good (E), and insufficient (F). The classification grade is recorded by the examiner in the UIS, as well as in the study report.
4. The student may continue the study in a higher grade after he fulfils the conditions determined by the individual plan of study. The Dean may, upon serious reasons and upon the student’s official request, grant an exception from this.
Interruption and termination of study
1. The standard time of study in the doctoral study programme is three years. Due to serious reasons, which include especially foreign internship, pregnancy and maternity, health reasons, and in the case when the student did not pass the state doctoral exam or the oral presentation of the dissertation thesis, the Dean may, upon the student’s official request, interrupt the study for the necessary period of time, which can be done repeatedly. The total time of all such interruptions must not exceed three years. The student must pass the oral presentation of the dissertation thesis before the expiration of a six years’ time from the initiation of the study. The interruption of study is usually determined for whole study years.

2. Termination of study is defined in the § 55 and 56 of the Act. The study is properly terminated by the fulfilment of all the duties set forth in the individual plan of study, passing of the state doctoral exam, and consequent oral presentation of the thesis.
3. As termination of study due to not fulfilling the requirements set forth in the plan of study, in accordance with § 56, Art. 1, Item b) of the Act, is considered:

a) repeated failure at exam,

b) non-fulfilment of the conditions for the advance to the higher grade as determined by the individual plan of study,

c) repeated not passing of the state doctoral exam or the oral presentation of the dissertation thesis.

Individual plan of study
The process of creating the individual plan of study is stipulated in the Study and Examination Order of Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry Brno (No. 19 045/2004-30 and No. 29 852/2005-30) as follows.
1. The study in doctoral study programmes runs in accordance with the individual study plan. The study plan is carried out by the supervisor in the co-operation with the student. The Individual plan of study shall be discussed by the Board of Disciplines, and approved within three months from the registration for the study.
2. The individual plan of study, upon the study programme, shall determine the contents and focus of the student’s independent scientific, research, and development activity, as well as his own education activities. The topic of the dissertation is also chosen, as well as subjects the student is obliged to pass, and a time plan of the study including internships and stays at other departments or universities.
3. During each year of the study, the student of doctoral study programme is entitled to four continuous weeks of holidays.
4. With the approval of the supervisor and the Board of Disciplines, the student may fulfil a part of his study in a foreign country upon an agreement made between the university and the foreign partner institution; such agreement shall stipulate the conditions of the study and way of accepting the studies and passed exams.
In co-operation with the supervisor, the student prepares the draft of the individual plan of study, which shall contain two obligatory subjects, at least two specialised obligatorily optional subjects relating to the topic of the dissertation, and at least one foreign language. The subjects can be selected from the list of special subjects of the doctoral study, the list of subjects of the masters’ study of the university, or, in substantiated cases, also from the subject lists of other universities. The teaching is usually carried out in the form of expert consultations or seminars.

List of subjects for the preparation of the individual plans of study
of the doctoral study programme Landscape Architecture
Obligatory subject:
Theory and evolution of landscape architecture



Use of plants
List of obligatorily optional subjects:

Foreign language - English



Architecture and building
Dendrology





Ecology




Plant physiology




Geographic information systems
Landscape ecology




Landscape planning
Landscape theory





Foreign language - German



Historic garden heritage care
Use of plants





CAD systems
Ornamental nursery science



Theory and evolution of art
Theory and evolution of landscape architecture
Urban planning




Local and spatial planning



Landscape management
Visual arts





Creative landscape architecture
Other subjects may be selected from the study plans of the masters’ degree study (http://is.mendelu.cz/katalog/index.pl) or from the offer of other universities. Currently, such subjects are selected as e.g. Practical aspects of EIA (Masaryk University Brno – MU), Psychology of spatial perception (FAVU), Physical geography (MU Brno), Ecophysiology of trees (MU Brno), Rustic architecture (MU Brno), and others.

Dissertation thesis
1. The dissertation thesis is an independent scientific work that shall contain original results published in reviewed scientific journal or proceedings, or results accepted for publishing, as well as original results that were exhibited in public.

2. The dissertation thesis is usually presented in Czech or English language. The presentation of the thesis in another language is possible only with the approval of the Board of Disciplines. The dissertation thesis contains a summary in English. If the thesis is presented in English, the summary is in Czech.

3. Together with the dissertation thesis, the student presents also an auto-report of the thesis in Czech with English summary. If the thesis is presented in English, the report is also English and the summary is in Czech. An auto-report is a brief description of the aim, methods, results, and conclusions of the dissertation, which are stated in the same order as in the dissertation. The auto-report includes also the professional CV of the student and list of his/her publishing activities.

State doctoral exam
1. The student may pass the state doctoral exam after passing all the prescribed exams and fulfilling all the other study duties stipulated by the individual plan of study. The state doctoral exam is held prior to the oral presentation of the dissertation thesis; both can also take place on the same day.

2. The date and place of the state doctoral exam shall be made public by the Dean on the official board at least one month in advance.
3. The state doctoral exam is held in front of a commission appointed by the Dean. The course and announcement of results is public.
4. The state doctoral exam verifies the ability and preparedness of the student for an independent activity in the sphere of science and development, or theoretic, artistic, and creative activity. The obligatory subjects of the state doctoral exam for the given study programme are: Theory and evolution of landscape architecture, Landscape planning, Use of plants, and Landscape management.

5. The examination committee for the state doctoral exam is summoned by the Dean. The commission votes by secret voting about the result of the exam. In case of the result “insufficient”, the student may undergo the exam in one correction term. In case of repeated failure the study of such student is terminated in accordance with § 56 of the Act.
4. The commission records the course of the state doctoral exam, which is signed by all the voting persons.
5. The university issues a diploma certifying the passing of the state doctoral exam.
Oral presentation of the dissertation thesis
1. The applicant officially applies to the Dean for the approval of the oral presentation to be held. He also presents the following:

a. four copies of the dissertation thesis,

b. auto-report of the thesis in such number of copies as ordered (at least 20),

c. evidence of the publication of original results in the sense of § 47, Art. 4) of the Act.

2. Upon the proposal of the Board of Disciplines, the Dean appoints three opponents of the dissertation, two of which shall not be the members of the Academic Community of the university. At least one of the opponents must hold the title of a professor or Doctor of Sciences.

3. After the opponent’s statements are accomplished and returned, the Dean, upon the proposal of the Chairman of the Board of Disciplines, sets the date of the oral presentation of the thesis. The oral presentation is held only in case if the student has passed the state doctoral exam. 
4. The date and place of the oral presentation of the thesis must be announced in public at least month in advance on the official board of the Faculty and the applicant must be informed about it along with the opponents and members of the commission. Upon the Chairman’s proposal, the announcement of the date of the oral presentation is sent, along with the auto-report, to other organisations and institutions that can, according to their specialisation, express their opinions on the dissertation thesis. The dissertation thesis must be made available for the interested persons to study at the Dean’s office of the university. The members of the commission for doctoral exams are sent all the opponents’ statements by the Dean’s office.
5. The oral presentation of the dissertation thesis is held in front of the commission for state doctoral exams, which shall be summoned in accordance with Art. 40 of the Study and Examination Order of the University. At least two opponents must be present at the oral presentation. The commission is sufficient in numbers if at least two thirds of its members are present; the commission makes decisions by secret voting. The result of the oral presentation is evaluated as “passed” or “failed”. For a successful oral presentation, the consent of the majority of commission members is necessary. After unsuccessful presentation the commission for state doctoral exams may allow for the reworking of the dissertation and its repeated presentation. The course of the oral presentation of the thesis and announcement of results are public. The students, who have submitted their thesis in English, may receive an approval for its oral presentation in the same language.
6. The commission records the course of oral presentation of the thesis, which is signed by all the voting persons.
7. The university issues a diploma certifying the successful passing of the oral presentation of the thesis.
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