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Profile of the graduate
The doctoral study in the Landscape Architecture programme is a preparation for one’s independent scientific and/or artistic career in this discipline. The core of the preparation is represented especially by the broadening and deepening of the theoretical knowledge of a graduate from the Master’s degree course in landscape architecture or related fields (biological, environmental, plantsmanship, architectural, planning, or art studies). The intensification of the study focuses mainly on the area of creative development of the students and their skills in spatial planning and design of gardens, public and urban spaces, or landscapes, with specialisation in heritage conservation, regional planning, environment and landscape protection, landscape management, reclamation of urban and landscape areas, etc. The graduates from the doctoral study programme can further develop their career in various scientific and research institutes, at universities, as experts in national or local authorities and institutions, or as specialist professionals in planning and design studios. 
After passing the doctoral exam, successful presentation of the dissertation thesis and official acceptance of its results, the graduate receives the doctoral degree (Ph.D).

Conditions of the entrance procedure
for the doctoral study programme Landscape Architecture

The general conditions for accepting candidates for the study in doctoral study programmes are defined in the § 48, § 49, and §50 of Act No. 111/1998 Coll. and On the amendment of other acts (the University Act), as is stipulated by the changes issuing from the Act No. 210/2000 Coll., Act No. 147/2001 Coll.,  Act No. 362/2003 Coll., Act No. 96/2004 Coll.,   Act No. 121/2004 Coll., Act No. 436/2004 Coll., Act No. 473/2004 Coll.,  Act No. 562/2004 Coll.,  Act No. 342/2005 Coll., and Act No. 552/2005 Coll., and further also by Arts. 12, 13, and 14 of the Statute of the Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry Brno dated November 3, 2005, and the Study and Examination Order of the Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry Brno, registered by the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic on May 17, 2004, under the No. 19 045/2004-30 (changes registered on October 14, 2005 under No. 29 852/2005-30).
Further conditions of the entrance procedure for the doctoral study at the Faculty of Horticulture of Mendel University, as approved by the Board of Disciplines appointed for the doctoral study of Landscape Architecture programme are the following:

· The candidate must be a graduate of a master’s degree course of the same or similar specialisation.

· The candidate demonstrates his qualification for the study during the entrance procedure, which contains an interview covering the three following fields:

I. Command of the English language – in the form of written test (maximum score 20 points). The Dean of the Faculty may decide to skip this written test if the candidate provides a certificate of passing an appropriate language test. The candidate may also ask the Dean to demonstrate his command of another language through a written test.

II. Expert knowledge and qualification required for the doctoral study – oral exam executed as an expert dialogue. The aim of this dialogue is to find out:
a) the candidate’s expert knowledge

b) qualification for independent scientific or artistic creative work

The assessment procedure includes also the listing of the classification of subjects and exams passed during the master’s degree course (diploma supplement).

III. Expert quality of the doctoral project – the presentation of syllabus and key ideas of the proposed doctoral project. The examination committee considers mainly:

a) whether the project fits within the accredited doctoral study programme

b) the expert quality of the presented project

c) the feasibility of the project within the proposed period of time (standard duration of the study)

· The candidate can be accepted if he or she meets the requirements in all the three parts of the entrance examination procedure.

· Upon the results of the examination procedure, the committee provides a list of the successful candidates and their order.
· The total number of accepted students is determined upon the criteria of the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports, and the University. The final decisive power over the acceptance of the candidates has the Dean of the Faculty.
· The applications shall be submitted two months prior to the date of the entrance examinations at the latest; the Scientific Department of the Faculty accepts the applications after verifying that the candidate meets all the general criteria of the entrance examination procedure.
· Residents of foreign countries may, in special cases (e.g. if their place of residence is too distant from the Faculty), apply to the Dean for the remission of the oral part of the examination procedure. In such a case, the candidate shall, along with the application form, submit an officially authorised certificate of his master’s degree study (diploma and diploma supplement), structured interview, letter of motivation, proposal of the doctoral project, and at least two recommendations from notable academics from his home university. The application for the Landscape Architecture programme may also include the portfolio of the candidate’s own creative work.
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